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PMM 44
Levi B. Gillchrest Papers

Gillchrest, Levi B., 1813-1866

Papers, 1833-1876

Bulk 1844-1870

3 boxes (1.5 linear feet)

Sea captain, merchant, and ship builder from Thomaston, Maine

Correspondence, accounts, receipts, and shipping papers related to Captain Levi B.
Gillchrest’s maritime business ventures. Gillchrest was a merchant and shipbuilder in
Thomaston, primarily involved in the transatlantic cotton trade. The collection documents
Thomaston’s maritime community, shipbuilding practices, and the workings of the American
merchant marine before and during the Civil War.

In English

Renny Stackpole; Gift; 2017; LB2017.8

Finding aid available, folder level control

Subject Headings:
Gillchrest, Levi B.
Gillchrest, Joseph
Thomaston (Me.)
Cargo ships
Cotton trade
Emigration and immigration
International trade
Merchants—Maine--Thomaston
Ship owners
Shipbuilding
Shipping
United States—History—Civil War, 1861-1865
Local Subjects:
Guano trade
Transatlantic trade

Acquisition:

This collection was given to the Penobscot Marine Museum by Renny Stackpole, who
found it in a room built into the attic of the Levi Gillchrest house (1847) on Gillchrest Street in
Thomaston.

Restrictions
This collection is open for research. There are no special restrictions.

Condition:
This collection is in good condition.

Processing Note:

When this collection was found, it was bound into labeled paper bundles, presumably by
Levi B. Gillchrest. The present arrangement of the collection is based on those bundles, which
have been arranged chronologically.
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Related Materials:

Mystic Seaport Museum’s Coll. 147 consists of 300 items from Levi B. Gillchrest, mostly
letters to Gillchrest from other sea captains, including his father.

Princeton University Library holds an account book signed by J. L. Gillchrest and others
which contains accounts for goods and services in the town of Thomaston dated 1816-1819 and
some notes from 1855-1859, possibly covering Levi B. Gillchrest’s business. Located in the
Rare Books and Special Collections - Manuscripts Collection at Princeton University Library.

Historical Note:

Captain Levi Bliss Gillchrest (1833 — 1866) made a fortune as a sea captain doing
business in New Orleans, Liverpool, New York City, the Chincha Islands and ports in the Far
East and Australia. After the death of his first wife, Levi became a ship’s agent and broker for
the firm Gillchrest & Patten which became R.L. Gillchrest & Co. and continued after Levi's
death. Gillchrest’s work was closely tied to his family and at its peak Gillchrest’s business
owned fifteen ships. These ships participated in the transatlantic trade and also carried cotton
from New Orleans, British soldiers to the Caribbean, passengers to Ellis Island and guano from
the Chincha Islands. Levi and his captains overcame many dangers including weather,
untrustworthy crew and southern privateers during the American Civil War. The last ship
constructed by Levi’'s business was finished after his death and was named after him in 1866.
The LEVI B. GILCHREST was commanded by Samuel Watts, a prominent Thomaston sea
captains. During his life Levi was married three times; first to Catherine Webb, mother of his
children, second to Hortense Harrington and lastly to a Ms. Waterman. He had four children,
Frederick Eugene, Ethel, Levi Bliss and Waldo Stetson.

Scope and Content:

The Gillchrest papers provide a window into Levi Bliss Gillchrest’s family-centered
enterprise and the world of Thomaston’s sea captains. This collection covers Levi Bliss
Gillchrest’s business dealings and relationships with other captains and his family, particularly
his son Eugene, up to his death on April 27, 1866 and continues recording his business until
1876. Some of the most notable correspondence was between Levi and his brother Raymond L.
Gillchrest.

Levi’s business dealings as a shipbuilder and merchant are recorded in numerous
receipts, shipping documents and correspondence within the collection. This includes
correspondence from the firm of Snow & Burgess in NYC, as well as letters from R.L. Gillchrest
& Co. of Liverpool to Capt. Levi Gillchrest from 1864-1866.

The correspondence between Captain Gillchrest and other captains provides insight into
their lives and their world. For example, several letters comment on contemporary events such
as the battle between the MONITOR and the MERRIMACK during the American Civil War and
President Lincoln’s assassination. Levi also had correspondence with his father Captain Joseph
Gillchrest. These documents also shed some light on the business activities of Levi’s son, F.
Eugene Gillchrest.
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Container List

Box 1

PMM  Correspondence between Capt. Levi Gillchrest and the Baring Brothers Bank of London.

44-1

PMM  Correspondence from Capt. Gleason, including his observations about a naval battle with the

44-2 MERRIMACK.

PMM 22 telegrams to Capt. Gillchrest, 1859-1864.

44-3

PMM Letters from George Cranshaw of London, 1860-1866. Levi Gillchrest sold his vessels under

44-4 British registry through Cranshaw as his agent.

PMM  Letter from ship broker John McClennen of Antwerp advising Levi Gillchrest that the

44-5 Scheldt River dues were abolished.

PMM Letters from Mrs. Hattie Morton of Newburyport between 1860-1864.

44-6

PMM  Letters from Capt. William Hewes, who was a next door neighbor of Capt. Gillchrest,

44-7 between 1855-1865.

PMM Letters from Levi to his father, Capt. Joseph Gillchrest, between 1833-1838.

44-8

PMM Letters and papers regarding the Brig CAROLINE, including some shipping information and

44-9 a damage survey.

PMM

44-10 Letter from Levi's brother, Raymond, who was in Le Havre at the time.

PMM Letters from Capt. Burgess between 1845-1865.

44-11

PMM Letters from Christopher Prince between 1864-1867.

44-12

PMM  Letters from Levi Gillchrest to his son Eugene between 1859-1868. Re: Abbott Family

44-13 School, manufacturing of “Thick Boots” by F.E. Gillchrest & Co., dated April, 1868.

PMM Letters from Dunbar Henderson to Capt. Levi Gillchrest regarding the sale of a vessel and

44-14 other matters between 1860-1866.

PMM

44-15 Letters from N. Boynton of Boston to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1853-1865.

PMM

44-16 Letters from Capt. Charles Nelson to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1859-1865, includes
correspondence about the loss of the VANCLUSE in 1864.

PMM

44-17 Letters from R.R. Snow of NY to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1850-1862.

PMM Letters from Capt. Ruel Hallowell to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1850-1865. Re. Opening

44-18 ship chandlery (Hallowell & McNear) in New Orleans, dated October 1, 1865.

PMM Receipt of $350.00 by Capt. George Robinson from Capt. Levi Gillchrest.

44-19

PMM Bill of Sale to Eugene Gillchrest by Capt. Samuel Watts, executor of Capt. Levi Gillchrest's

44-20 estate.

PMM Letters from Capt. Joseph Wilson to Snow, Burgess & Co., Thomaston, ME, between June

44-21 and August, 1850.

PMM Letters from the Windsor Brothers of London to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1853-1854.

44-22
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PMM Letters from Capt. Sam Watts to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1854-1867.

44-23

PMM 1864 Robert Walsh house inventory for his estate.

44-24

PMM  Contract for ship building.

44-25

PMM  The Unitarian Universalist booklet "The Monthly Journal™ dated January, 1861. Noted on

44-26 the folder is that Oliver J. Fernald was the Preacher in Thomaston at the time.

PMM Letters from C&F Thompson of Boston to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1855-1862.

44-27

PMM Letters from C. Stimpson, Agent, of New Orleans to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1849-

44-28 1852.

PMM Letters from Capt. William H. Watts to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1854-1864. He was

44-29 Master of the ship SEBASTIAN CABOT and he was murdered by the Mate when he was 42
years old.

PMM Letters from ship broker John McLennon to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1857-1865.

44-30

PMM  Letters from Sam Pedrick to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1858-1866. Pedrick's company in

44-31 Philadelphia supplied finished ship's timber for his vessels under construction.

PMM  Vessel insurance policies and receipts from Georges Insurance Co. and other companies for

44-32 Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1851-1858.

PMM  Letter from D. Henderson of New Orleans, a cousin of Capt. Levi Gillchrest.

44-33

PMM Letters from Capt. Harris Stackpole to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1852-1860.

44-34

PMM Letters from W.M. McLean, ship broker from St. John, New Brunswick, to Capt. Levi

44-35 Gillchrest between 1861-1866.

PMM Letters from J.G. Levensaler to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1863-1866.

44-36

PMM  Co-partnership agreements between Lermond-Morton Co. and Capt. Levi Gillchrest between

44-37 1849-1865.

PMM 23 letters from Thomaston shipmasters to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1854-1866.

44-38

PMM Letters from Capt. Albert Morton to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1852-1855.

44-39

PMM Letters from Capt. George Carney, a cousin, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1844-1862.

44-40

PMM Letters from Capt. J.G. Jordan to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1856-1860.

44-41

PMM Letters from William R. Keith to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1851-1866.

44-42

PMM Letter from C&R Holyoke, lime merchant, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest.

44-43

PMM Letters, crew list for the ship SEBASTIAN CABOT, and shipping information sent to Capt.

44-44 Levi Gillchrest concerning the mysterious death of Capt. William H. Watts.

PMM Letters from Eugene Gillchrest sent to Capt. Levi Gillchrest, his father, between 1859-1866.

44-45

PMM Letters from New Orleans Ship Agent Mosman sent to Capt. Burgess and to Capt. Levi

44-46 Gillchrest between 1854-1857.
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PMM Letters from J.O. Cushing's Lanesville, VA lumber camp sent to Capt. Levi Gillchrest
44-47 between 1852-1854, regarding the procurement of white oak.

PMM Letters from Capt. Oliver Bryant sent to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1851-1859.

44-48

PMM Letters between Capts. Webb and Gillchrest between 1847-1862.

44-49

PMM  Letters from Raymond L. Gillchrest to his brother Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1850-1859.
44-50

PMM Rockland Insurance Co. insurance policy for the ship VANCLUSE, dated November 19,
44-51 1852.

PMM  Letters from New Orleans ship's agent W.M. Howat to Capt. Joseph Gillchrest and Raymond
44-52 Gillchrest.

PMM Letters to Capt. Joseph Gillchrest between 1834-1856.

44-53

PMM Letters from William McClellan to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1851-1860.

44-54

PMM Letters from W.R. Grace to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1860-1865.

44-55

PMM Letters to and from Capt. George W. Gillchrest between 1855-1865.

44-56

PMM Letters from various ship agents to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1849-1856.

44-57

PMM Letters from the Joseph Adams Co. of Boston to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1860-1864
44-58 regarding vessel insurance.

PMM Letters from Jacob, Taylor & Tipper, ship agents and brokers, of Liverpool to Capt. Levi
44-59 Gillchrest between 1855-1864.

PMM [DAMAGED] Letter from R.L. Gillcrest & Co. of Liverpool to Capt. Levi Gillchrest. Letter
44-60 acknowleges the Lincoln assassination.

PMM Letters from Capt. Caleb Levensaler to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1835-1860. Levensaler
44-61 married Levi's sister in 1834.

PMM Letters from James Watts to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1854-1863. Watts was part owner
44-62 of the SEBASTIAN CABOT.

PMM Maine U.S. District Court annoucement of Eugene Gillcrest's bankruptcy.

44-63

PMM  Two letters pertaining to Isabella Stackpole's schooling.

44-64

PMM Letters to Eugene Gillcrest between 1865-1867.

44-65

PMM Boult, English & Brandon, Liverpool ship broker's Freight Circular.

44-66

PMM Letter from Capt. Caleb Levensaler to Capt. Joseph Gillcrest.

44-67

PMM Letters from R.L. Gillcrest & Co. of Liverpool to Capt. Levi Gillcrest between 1864-1866.
44-68

PMM Letters from R.L. Gillcrest to his brother Capt. Levi Gillcrest between 1859-1861.

44-69

PMM A letter and receipts from Nancy Creighton, Capt. Levi Gillcrest's older sister, who died in
44-70 1859 at 51 years old.

PMM  Xeroxed copies of letters from Clarence Gillcrest to J.L. Jordan between 1866-1877.

44-71
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PMM Bills and receipts for Gillcrest Co. between 1848-1866.
44-72

PMM 12 legal documents covering between 1839-1859.
44-73

PMM  Capt. Levi Gillcrest expenses for various vessels between 1833-1854.
44-74

PMM Baring Brothers of London deposit receipt letters sent to Capt. Levi Gillcrest between 1850-
44-75 1861.

PMM Levi Gillcrest Co. receipts between 1849-1863.
44-76

PMM  James & Levi Bliss of Boston receipts to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1835-1860.
44-77

PMM  Vessel insurance cases correspondence and receipts sent to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between
44-78 1850-1866.

PMM  Correspondence sent to Capt. Levi Gillchrest by Portland, ME Agents between 1855-1865.
44-79

PMM  Various vessel expense receipts for Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1850-1863. Includes the
44-80 Bill of Sale for a 1/32 share of the Ship VAUCLUSE sold to Capt. Gillchrest by Horatio
Alden on April 17, 1854.

PMM Information regarding the Scott family of Thomaston, who immigrated from Scotland in
44-81 1854 aboard the ship R.L. GILLCHREST.

PMM  William Warrell's seaman's protection certificate dated October 18, 1858.
44-82

PMM  Two 1859 cargo books for the SEBASTIAN CABOT, as well as some receipts.
44-83

PMM Receipts and correspondence from Hibbard & Millikin to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between
44-84 1854-1858 for hackmatack knees.

Box 2

PMM [Two Folders] Receipts, bills, charter parties and correspondence for the ship
44-85 ROCHAMBEAU between 1851-1865.

PMM [Three Folders] Receipts, insurance documents and correspondence for the ship
44-86 VAUCLUSE between 1848-1864.

PMM Receipts, insurance documents and correspondence for the ship STATESMAN between
44-87 1847-1851.

PMM Receipts and correspondence from New York ship agents between 1849-1865.
44-88

PMM Receipts and correspondence for various vessel insurance policies between 1849-1865.
44-89

PMM Banking correspondence for Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1846-1864.
44-90

PMM Bark SINGAPORE correspondence for Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1864-1866.
44-91

PMM Bills for building the ship SEBASTIAN CABOT for Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1853-
44-92 1854.

PMM Bills, receipts and correspondence for the ship SEBASTIAN CABOT for Capt. Levi
44-93 Gillchrest between 1851-1861.
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PMM Bills and receipts for the ship MONTIBELLO for Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1859-1870.
44-94

PMM Bills of sale for the brig OLIVE BRANCH from Thomas Rider to Nancy Creighton on
44-95 March 14, 1838.

PMM  Receipts for the ship GEORGES between 1826 - 1827 and an April 25, 1864 letter to Capt.
44-96 Levi Gillchrest.

PMM  Receipts for the bark J.H. WATERMAN and the Brig H. KELLOCH in 1852.

44-97

PMM  Receipts for the ship L.B. GILLCHREST in 1864.

44-98

PMM Receipts for the ship JOSEPH GILLCHREST between 1858 - 1865.

44-99

PMM  Correspondence regarding the pocket schooner GENERAL KNOX between 1854 - 1855.
44-100 Includes an 1835 power of attorney.

PMM  Receipts, bills, crew lists and manifests for the ship CLAIBORNE for 1844-1853.

44-101

PMM Receipts, bills, and correspondence regarding the barks BOSTONIAN, CAROLINE and
44-102  IONIAN between 1844-1853.

PMM May 31, 1855 ship passenger list for the R.L. GILLCHREST.

44-103

PMM Receipts, bills, and correspondence for the R.L. GILLCHREST between 1853-1858. NOTE:
44-104  the ship was lost to fire in Havre on July 14, 1858.

PMM Freight list, repairs bill, and further protest re: insurance.

44-105

PMM Bills, statements and correspondence pertaining to salvaging the VAUCLUSE in 1857.
44-106

PMM Undated, typed history of Levi Gillchrest and Robert Walsh by Lorena Stackpole.

44-107

PMM Receipts and bills for the H.R. HYLER at New York between 1851-1852. Includes salvage
44-108 agreements as the brig was wrecked at Hempstead Beach, LI, NY.

PMM  Correspondence from Capt. William Hewes to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1853-1857.
44-109

PMM  Shipyard bills for the new ship GOLDEN RACER between 1852-1853.

44-110

PMM Business correspondence to F.E. Gillchrest regarding sales of boots and shoes between 1868-
44-111  1869. Includes many torn out business ledger pages.

PMM Bills and receipts for Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1856-1857.

44-112

PMM Lumber bills and receipts for Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1852-1864.

44-113

PMM Bills and receipts for the construction of the new ship ROCHAMBEAU for Capt. Levi
44-114  Gillchrest in 1853.

PMM Bills and receipts for the STATESMAN between 1843-1844.

44-115

PMM  Correspondence from Maine merchants for Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1853-1864.
44-116

PMM Bills and receipts for cotton pressing for the ship STATESMAN in 1848.

44-117

PMM Freight list for the ship CLAIBORNE from New Orleans to Havre in 1844.

44-118

PMM 44



PMM  Correspondence pertaining to the lime business from Lubec to the Gillchrests between 1836-

44-119  1853.

Box 3

PMM [Four Folders] Policies, receipts and correspondence pertaining to various vessels 1847-

44-120  1869.

PMM Bills and receipts pertaining to various vessels 1850-1876.

44-121

PMM  Various legal documents, bills of sale, insurance policies, and bills and receipts for Edward

44-122  Robinson of Thomaston between 1826-1873.

PMM Letters from Raymond L. Gillchrest to his brother Levi Gillchrest 1863-1865.

44-123

PMM Letters from Capt. Edward Watts to Capt. Levi Gillchrest in 1861.

44-124

PMM  Letters from Capt. J. W. Patten to the Gillchrests from Rangoon and Chincha Islands

44-125  between 1865-1866.

PMM  Letters from Edward O'Brien of the O'Brien & Gillchrest Ship Chandlery in New York City

44-126  between 1856-1870.

PMM  Letter from C. E. Ranlett to Levi Gillchrest dated May 4, 1850.

44-127

PMM  Letters from Grifflin of Baltimore, Agent, between 1855-1862.

44-128

PMM Letter and bills from Phillips & Moseley of Boston in 1854.

44-129

PMM Letters from Hortense Gillchrest to her husband and to her children between 1865-1866.

44-130

PMM Letters, bills and receipts from Joseph Nickerson Co., Boston Agent, between 1855-1865.

44-131

PMM Letters and invoices for F. Eugene Gillchrest's business between 1868-1869.

44-132

PMM  G. Wright & Co. of Liverpool Charter Party for the VANCLUSE dated January 26, 1864.

44-133

PMM  Correspondence from A. F.& D. Mackay, timber brokers from Liverpool, in 1862.

44-134

PMM  Correspondence from the Windsor Brothers of London in 1855.

44-135

PMM  Correspondence and bills from shipbuilders to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1842-1866.

44-136

PMM  Correspondence and bills from Roosevelt & Griffiths to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1861-

44-137  1864. Includes July 10, 1861 letter from George Roosevelt, Quartermaster, 71st Regiment,
NY State Troops.

PMM  Correspondence and bills from the Snow & Burgess Co. of NYC to Capt. Levi Gillchrest

44-138  between 1848-1865.

PMM  Correspondence from government officials between 1835-1865. Includes letters from US

44-139  Senator John Ruggles, Maine Rep. Thomas O’Brian, and a Treasury Department Auditor.

PMM  Correspondence from Nathan Read from Sacramento to Capt. Levi Gillchrest on December

44-140 12, 1852.

PMM 44
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PMM  Correspondence and receipts from Ambrose Snow to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1849-
44-141  1859.

PMM  Typed copy of the April 27, 1866 Rockland Gazette article concerning Capt. Levi

44-142  Gillchrest's sudden death.

PMM  Capt. Levi Gillchrest's miscellaneous papers between 1852-1865. Includes a blank copy of
44-143  the 1865 IRS tax form.

PMM Bills and receipts from shipbuilder Morton Lermond Co. between 1850 - 1853.

44-144

PMM Bills, receipts, correspondence, insurance policies and charter parties regarding various
44-145  vessels between 1834-1869.

PMM Renny A. Stackpole's undated, typed manuscript "The Gillchrest Papers: A Treasure in the
44-146  Attic A New Chapter in the Seafaring History of Thomaston, Maine 1830-1870".

PMM Undated, handwritten article entitled "War" by Eugene Gillchrest in which he discusses
44-147  various wars that occurred in the US and the then current Civil War.

PMM  Copy of the April 11, 1863 Protest for the ship JOSEPH GILLCHREST.

44-148

PMM  Correspondence from James W. Elwell Co., shipping agents in New York, to Capt. Levi
44-149  Gillchrest between 1852-1865.

PMM  Correspondence and bills from N. Boynton & Co., ship chandlery in Boston, to Capt. Levi
44-150  Gillchrest between 1850-1863.

PMM  Correspondence from Snow & Burgess, ship agents in New York, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest
44-151  between 1853-1854.

PMM  Correspondence from Snow & Burgess, ship agents in New York, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest in
44-152  1855.

PMM  Correspondence from Snow & Burgess, ship agents in New York, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest in
44-153  1858.

PMM  Correspondence from Snow & Burgess, ship agents in New York, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest in
44-154  1859.

PMM  Correspondence from Snow & Burgess, ship agents in New York, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest in
44-155  1860.

PMM  Correspondence from Snow & Burgess, ship agents in New York, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest in
44-156  1861.

PMM  Correspondence from Snow & Burgess, ship agents in New York, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest in
44-157  1862.

PMM  Correspondence from Snow & Burgess, ship agents in New York, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest in
44-158  1856.

PMM  Correspondence from Snow & Burgess, ship agents in New York, to Capt. Levi Gillchrest in
44-159  1857.

PMM Receipts, insurance policies, and protest for the schooner ELIZA BROWN between 1846-
44-160  1850.

PMM Bills and receipts for Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1846-1864.

44-161

PMM Bills and receipts for F. Eugene Gillchrest between 1869-1870.

44-162

PMM  Carpenter's bills between 1855-1856.

44-163

PMM Bills for a newly built ship in 1856.

44-164

PMM Morton & Gillchrest bills for a newly built ship between 1855-1858.

44-165

PMM 44
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PMM  Thompson Lapham & Co. bills, receipts and correspondence between 1855-1857.
44-166

PMM  Correspondence to Capt. Levi Gillchrest between 1852-1853.

44-167

PMM Undated and unidentified hand drawn layout of several land lots.

44-168
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