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The material described herein is the physical property of the Penobscot Marine Museum.
Literary rights, including copyright, belong to the authors of the various items, or to their legal
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staff.

The copyright law of the United States (Title 17, United States Code) governs the making of
photocopies or other reproductions of copyrighted materials.

Under certain conditions specified in the law, libraries and archives are authorized to furnish a
photocopy or other reproduction. One of these specified conditions is that the photocopy or
reproduction is not to be “used for any purpose other than private study, scholarship or
research.” If a user later uses a photocopy or reproduction for purposes in excess of “fair use,”
that user may be liable for copyright infringement.

This institution reserves the right to refuse to accept a copying order if fulfillment of the order is
judged to be in violation of copyright law. It is the user’s responsibility to understand the
copyright law concerning the use of the historical documents contained in this library.

Copyright © 2021 by Penobscot Marine Museum

No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system, or transmitted, in
any form, or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording, or otherwise,
without the prior permission of the Stephen Phillips Memorial Library at the Penobscot Marine
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PMM 89
Henry H. Grant Letter Copy Books

Grant, Henry H., 1848-1916

Letter copy books, 1873-1892

2 volumes (.375 linear feet)

Ship broker, commission merchant, and insurance agent in Searsport, Maine

Two letter copy books from Henry H. Grant of Searsport, Maine, containing business
correspondence related to Searsport’s shipping and maritime industries. The earlier volume,
with letters written between 1873 and 1875, contains letters from Nickerson, Grant & Co., a ship
chandlery and grocery, as well as letter about Grant’s insurance business. The later volume,
dating between 1890 and 1892, contains letters about the shipping business, marine insurance,
and the lumber trade with Bucksville, South Carolina.

In English.

Faith Garrold; Gift; 2007; LB2007.11. MS 192.

Finding aid available; folder level control

Subject Headings:
Grant, Henry H., 1848-1916
Nickerson, Augustus J. (Augustus Johnson), 1844-1909
Grocers
Lumber trade
Marine insurance
Merchants
Ship brokers
Ship chandlers
Shipping

Acquisition:
The 1873 volume was donated to the Penobscot Marine Museum by Faith Garrold in
2007.

Restrictions
This collection is open for research. There are no special restrictions.

Condition:
These volumes are in good condition, though made of fragile materials. The covers and
spines are worn, and edges of the tissue paper pages are broken in places.

Related Materials:

Account books and a ledger from Nickerson, Grant & Co. (later, the A.J. Nickerson
store) are in PMM 92. More material on William McGilvery and Bucksville, South Carolina, is in
PMM 76, the William McGilvery Papers.

Historical Note:

Henry H. Grant was a ship broker, commission merchant, and insurance agent in
Searsport, Maine. He was the son of Giles C. and Desiah Hichborn Grant of Prospect, Maine,
and the nephew of influential Searsport shipbuilder and merchant William McGilvery. Grant was
involved with many aspects of business in Searsport. In 1873, while acting as an insurance
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agent, he went into business with A.J. Nickerson to run Nickerson, Grant & Co., a grocery and
ship chandlery. When that partnership dissolved in 1875, Grant continued to act as an
insurance agent, as well as serving as an agent for southern yellow pine shipped from
Bucksville, South Carolina, a venture spearheaded by William McGilvery. Grant also
represented the McGilvery family in the ALABAMA claims court, seeking reparations for harm
done to shipping during the Civil War. By the late 1880s, Grant was advertising his services as
a ship broker and commission merchant for shipping in Searsport and nearby towns. He moved
to Portland, Maine, in the 1890s, and became a bookkeeper for a flour wholesaler.

Scope and Content:

This collection contains two letter copy books with outgoing correspondence written by
Henry H. Grant. Both are primarily business correspondence. The first volume contains letters
dated 1873 to 1875, when Grant was part of Nickerson, Grant & Co. Many of the letters are
from the chandlery and grocery business, often about shipping and receiving stock via schooner
from ports around Penobscot Bay. Other letters are about Grant’s work as an insurance broker
for Searsport vessels and properties, and some relate to miscellaneous shipping business.

The second volume contains letters written between 1890 and 1892, when Grant was
working as a commission merchant and ship broker in Searsport. Most of these letters are
concerned with ship management and insurance, often for vessels owned in Searsport and
active in the lumber trade with Bucksville, South Carolina. There are also letters about buying
and selling vessels, and Grant’s outlook on maritime business. This volume also contains a few
personal letters to friends and family.

Box and Folder List:
Box Folder

1 1 Henry H. Grant and Nickerson, Grant & Co., Letter Copy Book, 1873-1875
2 Henry H. Grant, Letter Copy Book, 1890-1892
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